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Available Time: Thetotal number of
hours that potentially can be devoted
toinstruction. Thismeasureis
dictated by state regulations and
school board policy. Increasing the
‘available time’ does not correlate
with increases in student learning.
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Allocated Time: The sum of time that a
teacher schedules for instruction in a
particular subject area (e.g., reading).
Research shows that increasing the
amount of ‘allocated time' (time set
asidefor instruction) isagood start but
when viewed in isolation does not
predict student success.

Instructional Time: Thetime
during which instruction is
actually delivered. (Interruptions
such as student disruption,
lengthy transitions from one
activity to another, and fire drills
whittle down instructional time.)
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On-Task TIme: Time when the student is
observed to be passively or actively
focused on ingtruction (e.g., attending to
the teacher). Thismeasureisafair

predictor of student learning progress, but

an observer cannot always verify whether
an ‘on-task’ student is really attending to
instruction.

Active Student Response: Time
when the student can be seen to
demonstrate some kind of active
response to alearning activity
(e.g., reading aloud, writing a
composition, a group

answering ateacher’s question).
This measure is the best predictor
of student learning success.
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